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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Sequim Picklers,
I would like to address a few items and wish everyone a
Happy Halloween.
I and the rest of board are very proud and happy of our 1st
Pickleball tournament, held in September. I would like to acknowledge the Tournament Committee for their outstanding job and countless hours spent on making sure the tournament was
a success for the benefit of the Sequim Picklers and the City of Sequim. The Committee included Christy Marazon, Debbie Madden, Pam Woodruff, Mike Cooper, Suzi Schuenemann, Katinka
Nanna and Arvo Johnson.
If not for the hard work of this group we would not have had the tournament and one that
people look forward to coming back to. The hiring of Mike Hoxie to help direct our tournament
was money well spent. We had one chance to get this right and show other pickleball players
from around the state and out-of-state that the Sequim Picklers run a great tournament. Mission accomplished! The tournament put over $6,000 in the bank for the Sequim Picklers. With
this success, we have made a mark for ourselves as a tournament to put on your calendars.
So, if you have a chance and see one of the committee members, give them a pat on the back
for the 3 months of planning and work they did along with 12-hour days during the tournament.
The Sequim Picklers should feel proud of what their club and what we as a group have done.
A big thank you for all the volunteers during the 3 days of the tournament. Thanks to all of you
for your part in making the 3 days so great. We learned a lot and are already looking forward
to our tournaments next year. I hope all Sequim Picklers will consider becoming part of this
great team!
My second item is about the shed at the courts. It took longer then we were told, but remember, Home Depot donated this at no cost to us. Thank you to Suzi Schuenemann for securing
this valuable donation. We are working at finishing it up and customizing it for our needs. It is
always easy to complain that it could have been done more quickly or better but, lets be thankful for the help we do get from local businesses. We just got the approval of the colors we can
use for paint and it should be completed shortly.
Lastly, regarding the Amenities Committee—this is a topic that everyone seems to have input
on, which makes it more complicated. This does not mean the input is not important. It’s just
that we have to balance what is the most important and that we also keep the city happy with
the courts. We all have to remember these are the City of Sequim’s courts and we cannot look
at them as Sequim Pickler courts only. I am sure the Sequim Picklers want the Board and committees to make sure that the hard earned money that the Sequim Picklers have is spent in the
best way possible for our members. More amenities will be coming to our courts soon.

Thank you,
Arvo Johnson

BLUE HOLE BASH VOLUNTEERS—STARS OF THE SHOW!!!
The photos below are a tiny representation of our awesome volunteers! Did you see those
parking lot guys—the first smiles our visitors received when they arrived at the tournament? How about the folks who gathered items and stuffed gift bags? How about the
people behind the food table? We could fill many pages with the hundreds of things our
dedicated and passionate volunteers did all because they cared about making our first
tournament a success. And, WOW, was it ever! You all made us look so good! THANKS!

TWEET TWEET!!
MANY THANKS to
Bea Albarado, Bruce Good,
and Robert Knapp for Coordinating our Round Robin Play!
It was SO MUCH FUN!
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MEMBERSHIP
Welcome New Members!
Al Harris Betty Gelston
THE SEQUIM PICKLERS
HAVE 166 MEMBERS!
19 Gold
68 Silver
34 Bronze
41 Basic
4 Minors
PICKLE ON!!

THE SEQUIM PICKLER’S
NEW NON PROFIT STATUS
The Sequim Picklers recently obtained their own nonprofit 501
(c) (3) status! Thank you,
Katinka Nanna, for your efforts
in handling this process. Previously, the Club was graciously
permitted to "piggy back" on the
non-profit status of Sequim Family Advocates and for that, we
are so thankful. Becoming our
own nonprofit organization has
many benefits: tax-exempt status, access to grants, taxdeductible donations, and more.
Go online to complete your self-ranking
assessment by November 15th!! Under
“Members Only” on
sequimpicklers.net

JUST DO IT!

FROM YOUR DIRECTOR OF COURTS
CHRISTY MARAZON
Our First Regional Tournament—The Blue Hole Bash
A quick update on our first Regional Tournament which was held the 3rd weekend in September. The financials are
still rolling in and those will be released shortly but let’s just say we exceeded our expectations in that area!
Let’s start with a few numbers anyway:
 3 days of play
 161 registered players - 106 from outside of Sequim, 73 women, 88 men
 5 brackets with games played
 90 medals handed out to 45 teams
 Oldest was 79, youngest was 12
 Over 30 volunteers - all club members
 6 court sponsors, one who chose to not have their logo on display
 2-hour rain delay
 2 national anthems sung each morning
 I believe Mike Cooper, MikeGyver as I refer to him, may have had at least 1,656,687 new ideas. That deserves a
spot on the numbers list.

We had an amazing volunteer crew of referees that managed to ref every game played and sit as line judges for the
medal matches. For anyone who doesn’t attend tournaments, this is virtually unheard of for any tournament much
less one of our size. Thanks go out to Marty Hoffman, Beverly Hoffman, and Gary Poor for being there non-stop and
showing what teamwork is all about and of course all of our dedicated referees and line judges. The buzz at the tournament was ELECTRIC - everyone loved the new courts, especially that 16’ corridor where they could stand and watch
all of the action and boy did we have some great play. I was told numerous times what an amazing feat the Picklers
pulled off in raising the money and working with the City to accomplish getting the courts built. Also, how we were an
inspiration to other clubs. Lastly, how beautiful our courts were and what an amazing location, with the mountains on
one side and a park on the other. Most were really impressed....and jealous.
We were very grateful for the beautiful Guy Cole center which we used for registration, managing the brackets, handing out goody bags, warm up nets and for the snack table. The building was very popular during the rain delay. We
want to thank the City for their part in the success of the tournament and for their partnership in building those
fantastic courts.
Thank you to the public works guys for checking in on us and managing our every plea for help including a leaf blower
for drying the courts! We appreciate the City allowing us use of the parking strip behind the ball fields – it made any
parking issues non-existent. We also want to thank our sponsors for their generous donations - John L Scott Real
Estate, Alderwood Bistro, Artemis Jewelry and Antique Guns, The Sign Store, Advanta Dental, Castell Insurance, Jay
Construction, 7 Cedars Golf Club, and Home Depot. We had lots of great comments from our out-of-town guests they loved the courts and the event, and many were in Sequim for the first time and loved the area. We heard from
several that they plan to come back just to explore Sequim and it’s surrounding areas. Several even commented about
moving here. Now, that one has me a bit worried! Sequim will become a destination for pickleball - because people
love the sport and they appreciate the beautiful community we live in. We have already started to plan our next tournament, at the end of May/beginning of June, and are looking forward to bringing even more people here to experience Sequim.
On a more personal note, I’d just like to thank all of the volunteers who so graciously went out of their way to help us
in anyway and everyway possible. I can’t count the number of times I had Picklers come up to me and ask, “What can I
do to help? It doesn’t matter what just give me a job.” That made the tournament team’s job easier, so thank you. I’d
also like to send my undying gratitude out to the rest of the tournament team. Arvo Johnson, Debbie Madden, Pam
Woodruff, Mike Cooper, Suzi Schuenemann, and Katinka Nanna. Without this great team, this could not have happened. It’s easy to forget all of the legwork that was done, countless meetings, phone calls, added work on top of already busy schedules, and it is sometimes missed because it can’t be seen. Next time you see one of these people,
give them a personal thank you and let them know what an amazing job was done. They make me look good and I so
very much appreciate each and every one of them.

Round Robin Play

is winding down due to lack of daylight hours. All who participated said it was a lot
of fun. It will be definitely be on the schedule again next year!

Play Schedule

As we transition into fall and winter, be sure to check the online play schedule for current
updates: sequimpicklers.net

AED and Training

As soon as the shed is complete, the AED storage box and the AED will be installed
inside. The AED storage box does not lock so when the shed is open during club play time, we will be able get to the
AED. A sign will be posted next to the AED alerting everyone that only trained club personnel should be using the AED
and that everyone else should call 911. The Club is working on lining up training from the fire department. There will
be a small fee to club members and the club will pitch in to pay for the instructor. More information about the training will be available soon. Training will likely be at the B&G Club gym for everyone's comfort.

IT JUST MAKES CENT’S…
Your Treasurer’s Report
Sequim Picklers Profit and Loss Statement June - September 2018

BLUE HOLE BASH REFERREE PADDLE RAFFLE
Congratulations to Gary Rone who won the Onyx paddle
and to Jeannie Ramsey who won the Selkirk paddle!
Both paddles were donated to the tournament.
(Richard, how did you sneak in there?!)

Brought to You
From Your Board of
Directors….
The First Member’s Meeting was held on
October 23rd and was well attended. Many ideas and concerns were shared as well as a lot of
laughs as is customary when a group of Picklers
get together! It was agreed that the meetings
were beneficial and they will be scheduled on a
quarterly basis in the future. The meetings are
held with the Officers of the Board and members
at large to allow an opportunity for general discussion and member input. Members may continue to submit items of importance to the Board
for more formal action.

Blue Hole Bash Featured Photos

Visitor Fees – The Fee Policy Committee continues their review and consideration of our current
Visitor’s Fee Policy.
Developing the Sequim Pickler’s STRATEGIC
PLAN remains a priority for the Board. It addresses our vision, mission and strategic objectives for the members, the club, our place in the
community, and our love of the sport.

For More Information about the
SEQUIM PICKLERS
Visit
http://www.sequimpicklers.net

Have a great pickleball story
or photo to share?

Sequim Picklers
in Washington State

Send it by U.S. Mail or email to:
SEQUIM PICKLERS
P. O. Box 3441

