
Members Meeting 
8th December 2019 

Library of the Boys and Girls Club 
 

All board members were present. The following members signed in:  Mary Helen Benapfil, 
JoAnne Yerkes, Denise Cordero, Gayle Rankin, Robert Rankin, Betty Gelston, Sue Haus, Jim 
Haus, LLoyd Idle, Ruby Pugh, Carmi Standish, Caron Brown, Mike Cooper, Mary Green, Roger 
Mull, Jan Tatom, Charlie Pugh, Letritia Flerchinger, Noreen Warwick, Margie Rone, Kathy 
Thomas, Ross Brown, Robert Knapp, Gary Rone, Gayle Powers, Jeff Powers, Patricia Knapp, 
Bea Albarado, Christina Cunningham. 
 
The attorney who has been consulted by the club, Craig Miller, was also present.  Mr Miller has 
many years of law experience including four years as attorney for Port Angeles City Council. 

 
Boys and Girls Club: 

● Richard Cary expressed his appreciation for the great job that Kendal, the Director of 
Court Operations, is doing and requested more white balls. 

 
City Contract: 
Because many members asked similar questions or made similar points, the following is a 
summary. 

● Current status of the contract with the city:  Uncertain, but we probably don't have 
one.  City representatives have stated that they consider the contract signed in 
December 2017 to be null and void because a Termination for Convenience clause was 
omitted.  The letter from the mayor in October 2019 stated that he was authorized to 
terminate the contract if the club didn't sign the amended version.  Craig Miller explained 
that contract law with cities can be counter intuitive.  City councils cannot commit future 
councils to actions, so they can cancel contracts at any time. 

● Have, or will, the club demand a refund of the funds given to the city?:  No demand 
for a refund has been made. The attorney stated that, since the courts have been built, 
the city is not in a position to return the money. 

● Future relationship with the city:  Several people mentioned the advantages to 
maintaining a good relationship with the city.  

● Renegotiate the contract:  Several people mentioned the possibility of renegotiating 
the contract. 

○ Pros:  The club would have dedicated playing time at the Carrie Blake courts.  If 
the maintenance clause was renegotiated it could commit the city to coming up 
with funds to cover a percentage of it, and the club could state a dollar amount 
for their contribution, instead of committing to 75% of a figure the city comes up 
with.  Temporary activity permits for tournaments would be free. 

○ Cons:  Following discussions with the city in July, the club is already committed 
to allowing members of the public to play on the courts at all times.  The 
maintenance of the Carrie Blake courts is a long way down on the city's list of 



priorities and it is likely the club will provide most of the money for it anyway. 
Regional tournaments are no longer limited to the shoulder seasons.  The club 
no longer needs liability insurance for players at the CB courts.  No other sports 
clubs that play in Carrie Blake park have contracts with the city.  The club could 
also look at revamping the fee schedule. 

● Tournaments:  Concern was expressed that the club would have to ask the city for 
permission to hold tournaments and that the city might demand a cut.  It was pointed out 
that the club already has to ask permission for tournaments, but, with no contract, there 
will be a fee that is currently $215.  Other sports hold tournaments in Sequim and the city 
doesn't take a cut. 

● The shed:  The position with the shed is unknown.  It was pointed out that the Senior 
Softball players built a shed in the park and are still using it. 

● Why join the club if there's no contract?:  The club existed before the courts were 
built because people wanted to get together to play and to be social.  Club members can 
take advantage of Choice and Rated play at the courts.  They are also able to sign up for 
the ball machine and the rebounder wall, and get priority access to any clinics that are 
held.  Without the club, it is highly likely that maintenance of the courts will suffer. 

● Maintenance:  The club has already bought all the items needed to keep the courts 
clean and well tended and will continue to do the work necessary to keep the courts 
playable.  The city has many, more important, spending priorities and club funds will 
undoubtedly be needed for resurfacing when the time comes.  The current cracks on the 
court are covered under the original warranty.  The contractors have looked at them and 
will repair them.  However, these are the same contractors responsible for resurfacing 
Fir Street, so quick action is unlikely. 

 
The next members meeting will be in March 2020. 
 
 
 


